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1. This policy letter provides information about the procedures to qualify for certification as a rating
forming part of a navigational watch under the provisions of the International Convention on
Standards of Training, Certification, and Watchkeeping for Seafarers (1978), as amended (STCW).
This letter addresses only the procedures to be followed when the mariner does not attend a Coast
Guard approved course and provides interim guidance until formal performance standards and
performance measures are promulgated.  Mariners who qualify under the provisions of this policy
letter must complete the required sea service and the assessments not later than 31 December 1999
and apply for the endorsement not later than 1 July 2000.

2. The STCW requires that mariners who are part of a navigational watch be trained and assessed in
their competencies to perform their duties and that they hold an STCW form endorsed as a rating
forming part of a navigational watch.  It applies to mariners serving on seagoing vessels of 200 or
more gross registered tons (GRT - domestic tonnage), 500 International Tonnage Convention gross
tons (ITC GT).  United States' statutes and regulations do not provide for a similar rating; however,
the responsibilities of an able seaman are such that the STCW's standards apply to an able seaman.
In addition, ordinary seamen who stand navigational watches as part of a navigational watch, such
as a lookout, must also meet the STCW's standards for certification.  The STCW's requirements for
certification do not apply to a mariner who is standing navigational watches in a supervised training
status and is an extra member of the watch.

3. An applicant for an endorsement as an able seamen-unlimited, -limited, or -special who begins after
31 July 1998 the service or training that leads to the able seaman endorsement must also meet the
requirements of paragraphs 5 and 6.  This is in addition to passing the required tests and practical
demonstrations required to qualify for the able seaman endorsement set forth in Title 46, Code of
Federal Regulations (46 CFR), Part 12.  Graduates of approved training programs that lead to an
able seaman's endorsement must also provide proof of completing the competencies set forth in
Table A-II/4 of the STCW's Code unless the course's approval letter indicates that course
completion satisfies the STCW's competencies.  An applicant who does not meet the STCW's
competencies or training requirements, yet is otherwise qualified, may be issued an able seaman
endorsement limited to seagoing vessels of not more than 200 GRT (500 ITC GT) and inland and
Great Lakes vessels of any GRT.
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4. An applicant for an able seaman's endorsement who began the service or training required for the
endorsement before 1 August 1998 and who is issued the endorsement before 1 February 2002 is
not required to meet the requirements of paragraphs 5 and 6.  That applicant is required to only
meet the testing and practical demonstration requirements of 46 CFR 12.05-9.

5. An applicant for an STCW endorsement as a rating forming part of a navigational watch must
provide documentary evidence of having seagoing service that included at least six-months training
and experience associated with navigational watchkeeping functions.  This service must be reviewed
by the Coast Guard and, if accepted, will be approved for issuance of the STCW's endorsement.
That service must have been carried out under the direct supervision of the master, a licensed mate,
or a qualified deck rating.  The evidence may consist of a letter from a vessel's master, chief mate, or
the appropriate, cognizant office, i.e., operations, training, personnel, etc., within a shipping
company.  The documentary evidence should positively state that the mariner has the required six-
months experience and include the dates of that service.  The letter should also identify the vessel(s)
upon which the training was conducted, the watch(es) to which the trainee was assigned, the
supervisor who conducted the training, and the methods of training.

6.  In addition to providing proof of sea service, an applicant must be assessed as meeting the
competencies set forth in STCW Table A-II/4 that apply to this qualification.  Enclosure (1) restates
those competencies and provides interim criteria for evaluation of competency.  The enclosure, or
an equivalent document, must be used to document the assessments of a mariner's competencies for
the rating.

7. Each competency should be assessed and signed by either the master or the chief mate of a seagoing
vessel of more than 200 GRT (500 ITC GT) holding an STCW endorsement who has at least one
year of sea service within the five years preceding the date of the signature.  The sea service must
have been in the capacity of master, chief mate, or officer in charge of a navigational watch.  By
signing, the officer attests that he/she has witnessed the actual demonstration(s) of the competency
by the mariner and that the mariner has adequately demonstrated the competency.  The officer
should also sign the appropriate space on the bottom of the form and include the requested
information.

8. The requirements of paragraphs 5, 6, and 7 apply to all applicants for this endorsement except a
mariner who has served in a navigational watchstanding capacity for a period of not less than one
year during the period of 30 September 1986 to 30 September 1991.  A mariner who can document
such service is accepted as meeting the requirements of the STCW and may be issued the STCW-78
form without documentation of meeting the competencies in the STCW's Code, Table A-II/4.  If
mariners in this category have proof of Basic Safety Training, they may be issued the STCW-95
form without documentation of meeting the competencies in the STCW Code A-II/4.
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9. A mariner who meets the STCW's standards will have that qualification stated on the STCW-78 or
STCW-95 form that accompanies his or her merchant mariner's document.  Guidance on issuance of
the STCW form is contained in Navigation and Inspection Circular 8-97.  In every case, a mariner
must provide evidence of competency in the four elements of basic safety training to be eligible for
an STCW-95 form.

W. C. BENNETT
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard
Chief, Marine Personnel Division
By direction

Encl: (1) Competency check-off list

Dist:  All District Commanders (m)
Commandant (G-MSO)
Commandant (G-MOC)
All COs, MSOs
All Activity Commanders
All RECs



ENCLOSURE (1)4

CHECKLIST FOR QUALIFICATION AS A

RATING FORMING PART OF A NAVIGATIONAL WATCH

Applicants for an STCW endorsement as a RATING FORMING PART OF A NAVIGATIONAL WATCH may use this form, or its equivalent, to record satisfactory
completion of the demonstrations of the competencies required by the STCW Table A-II/4.  Each individual conducting training and/or assessment of a competency
should sign and date each applicable qualification when is completed and complete one line at the bottom of the form.

SEAFARER'S NAME _________________________________    MMD NUMBER_____________________

COMPETENCY AND THE SUPPORTING
KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING, AND/OR

PROFICIENCY

DATE ASSESSOR'S
SIGNATURE

VESSEL LENGTH OF OBSERVATION
OF MARINER'S
PERFORMANCE

1.  Steer the ship and comply with helm orders
     A.  Use magnetic and gyro compasses
     B.  Comply with helm orders
     C.  Changeover from automatic to hand
           steering and vice versa.
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION:  The seafarer steers a steady course within acceptable limits having regard for the area of navigation and prevailing sea state.
Responds to basic helm orders with proper actions.  Alterations of course must be smooth and controlled.  Acknowledges helm orders clearly and concisely in a
seamanlike manner.  Changeover from/to automatic steering is performed correctly.

2.  Contribute to monitoring and controlling a safe watch
     A.  Procedures for relief, maintenance, and handover
           of a watch
     B.  Knows information required to maintain a safe
          watch
     C.  Able to understand orders and communicate with
           the officer of the watch on matters relevant to
           watchstanding duties
     D.  Observes basic environmental protection
           procedures
     E.  Uses shipboard terms
     F.  Uses appropriate internal communication
          and alarm systems
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION:  The seafarer communicates clearly and concisely using commonly accepted terminology.  Carries out assigned watchstanding
duties efficiently and conscientiously.  Promptly seeks advice and/or clarification from the officer of the watch where watch information or instructions are not clearly
understood.  During change of watch, neither relinquishes watch nor assumes new watch until all pertinent information is exchanged and understood.  Complies with
posted instructions concerning prevention of pollution.  Demonstrates methods of operating and appropriate time for use of emergency signals and internal
communications system.



ENCLOSURE (1)5

 SEAFARER'S NAME _________________________________    MMD NUMBER_____________________

COMPETENCY AND THE SUPPORTING
KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING, AND/OR

PROFICIENCY

DATE ASSESSOR'S
SIGNATURE

VESSEL LENGTH OF OBSERVATION
OF MARINER'S
PERFORMANCE

3.  Keep a proper lookout by sight and hearing
     A.  Responsibilities of a lookout
     B.  Reports include all available information
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION:  Seafarer demonstrates knowledge of the duties of lookout watch including what to report and method(s) of making reports.
Clothing worn during lookout watch protects from elements without restricting ability to see or hear.  Promptly reports all contacts.  Contact reports include the nature
and characteristics of the object, the approximate bearing, and elevation if pertinent.

4.  Operate emergency equipment and apply emergency
     procedures
     A.  Knowledge of emergency duties and alarm signals
     B.  Knowledge of pyrotechnic distress signals;
satellite
          EPIRBs and SARTs
     C.  Avoidance of false distress alerts and action to be
           taken in event of accidental activation
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION:  The seafarer takes appropriate, prompt action on becoming aware of an emergency or abnormal situation.  Communications are
clear and concise.  Orders are acknowledged in a seamanlike manner.  Maintains the integrity of the emergency and distress alerting systems at all times.
Demonstrates knowledge of proper stowage of EPIRBs and SARTs to prevent false signals.  Properly responds to alarms for fire, abandon ship stations, and other
emergency stations.  Knows methods of operation of pyrotechnic signals, EPIRBs, and SARTs.

In advance of observing the performance of a skill, the observer should have in mind the elements that constitute proper performance in order that an assessment of
proficiency can be based on objective criteria and the person being observed can be informed if the performance is unsatisfactory.

ASSESSOR:  I certify that I have observed the satisfactory performance of the competencies for which I have signed in the above blocks.

Name ________________________________  License No.__________ LENGTH OF SERVICE IN PAST FIVE YEARS _______________

Name ________________________________  License No.__________ LENGTH OF SERVICE IN PAST FIVE YEARS _______________

Name ________________________________  License No.__________ LENGTH OF SERVICE IN PAST FIVE YEARS _______________

Name ________________________________  License No.__________ LENGTH OF SERVICE IN PAST FIVE YEARS _______________



ENCLOSURE (1)6

The individual(s) signing that they have assessed this mariner should maintain a record of the observation for at least one year to allow the authenticity of the record
to be verified by the Coast Guard.  A copy of this form will serve as such a record.


